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Message Text 

UNCLASSIFIED 

PAGE 01 PANAMA 02409 102139Z 
ACTION EB-08 

INFO OCT-01 ARA-14 NEA-10 ISO-OO CAB-05 CIAE-00 
COME-OO DODE-OO DOTE-OO EB-08 INR-10 NSAE-00 
FAA-00 L-03 AID-05 /056W 

074713 110336Z/14 

R 102039Z APR 78 
FM AMEMBASSY PANAMA 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC 6476 
INFO AMEMBASSY TEL AVIV 
PANCANAL 
USSOUTHCOM 

UNCLAS PANAMA 2409 

E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: EAIR, EAID, PN, IS 

SUBJECT: VISIT TO PANAMA OF ISRAELI AVIATION REPRESENTATIVES 

1 . ACCORDING TO AN OFFICIAL OF THE PANAMANIAN CIVIL 
AVIATION DIRECTORATE (DAC), REPRESENTATIVES OF THE ISRAELI 
COMPANY, "ISRAEL AIRCRAFT INDUSTRIAL LIMITED" (IAIL), WERE IN 
PANAMA DURING THE PAST WEEK. THE PURPOSE OF THEIR VISIT WAS TO 
MAKE PRELIMINARY CONTACTS AND INITIATE A STUDY OF AVIATION 
MAINTENANCE OPERATIONS INCLUDING AVIONICS, PRIOR TO PROVIDING 
PANAMA WITH TECHNICAL ASSISTANCE. THE VISIT AND ASSISTANCE 
WERE ARRANGED BY GENERAL TORRIJOS DURING HIS 1977 VISIT TO 
ISRAEL. GENERAL TORRIJOS WAS IMPRESSED BY THE IAIL FACILITY 
IN ISRAEL AND FELT THAT PANAMA COULD BENEFIT FROM A SIMILAR 
AVIATION MAINTENANCE FACILITY. THE ISRAELI REPRESENTATIVES WERE 
ASSISTED DURING THEIR VISIT BY OFFICIALS FROM THE CIVIL 
AVIATION DIRECTORATE. DAC'S OFFICIAL AVIATION SCHOOL "LA 
ESCUELA DE AERONAUTICA CIVIL” IS NOW BEGINNING TO TRAIN 
PERSONNEL IN AVIATION MAINTENANCE OPERATIONS WHO WILL 
BE CAPABLE OF MANNING SUCH A FACILITY. 
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